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idea. Before a cave was called cavea, a hollow thing,
many things hollow had passed before the eyes of
men. Why then was a hollow thing, or a hole, called
by the root cav ? Because what had been hollowed
out was intended at first as a place of safety and pro-
tection, as a cover; and it was called therefore by the
root ku or sku, which conveyed the idea of to cover.1
Hence the general idea of covering existed in the mind
before it was applied to hiding-places in rocks or
trees9 and it was not till an expression had thus been
framed for things hollow or safe in general, that caves
in particular could be designated by the name of cavea
or hollows.

Another form for cavus was Icoilos, hollow. The
conception was originally the same; a hole was called
koilon because it served as a cover. But once so used,
koilon came to mean a cave, a vaulted cave5 a vault;
and thus the heaven was called ccdum, the modern
del, because it was looked upon as a vault or cover
for the earth.

It is the same with all nouns. They all express
originally one out of the many attributes of a thing,
and that attribute, whether it be an action or a quality,.
is necessarily a general idea. The word thus formed
was in the first instance intended for one object only,
though of course it was almost immediately extended*
to the whole class to which this object seemed to
belong. When a word such as rivus, river, was first
formed, no doubt it was intended for a certain river,
and that river was called rm&s, from a root ru or

1 Benfey, Griech. Wurzel-Lex. s. 611. IProm sku or ku, cr/ciJroy,
skin; c&fist hide.